MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE COUNTY BOARD
OF THE COUNTY OF HANCOCK, STATE OF ILLINOIS,
HELD IN THE COUNTY COURTHOUSE IN THE CITY OF CARTHAGE
ON THE 1ST DAY OF MAY, 2020

STATE OF ILLINOIS )
)SS
COUNTY OF HANCOCK )

- The meeting was called to Order at 6:30 P.M. by Chairman Delbert Kreps.

An invocation was given by Mr. Kreps. The "Pledge of Allegiance” was led by the
Clerk.

Those present were: Delbert Kreps, Chairman
Kerry Asbridge, County Clerk

Wayne Bollin Janet Fleming
Steve Bolton Steve Finney
Dennis Castlebury Mark Hanson
Pat Cramer Mark Menn
Patsy Davis Tom Rodgers
Gary Dittmer Tom Scheetz
Harry Douglas Bryan Stevens

Mr. Scheetz annouced special rules allow county board members to participate
and vote by telephone for this meeting. '

Mr. Rogers opened comments on the Downstate Small Business Development
Revitalization Program. He made several points:

1. Mayors and village presidents did not want the responsibility of doing it
(the Downstate Small Business Development Revitalization Program) themselves, but
wanted the Hancock County government to do it.

2. Hancock County would be responsible for collecting loans issued
through the Downstate Small Business Development Revitalization Program.
Hancock County could be responsible for repaying the State for uncoliected loans in
some cases.

3. Going out of business is considered fuifilling the loan funded by the
Downstate Small Business Development Revitalization Program.




4, The Downstate Small Business Development Revitalization Program
includes a few characteristics:

a. Businesses with between 1 and‘60 employees are eligible.
b. 60 days of working capital for the business is the funding goal.
C. The maximum amount of the loan is $25,000.
5. He (Mr. Rogers) hopes between 10 and 12 businesses could receive
loans.
6. He (Mr. Rogers} said approximately 40 businesses were told "just come

to the county and get a grant”.

7. Belynda Allen, Hancock County Economic Development Executive
Director, and Amy Graham, Carthage Community Developer, had not returned
telephone calls to him.

Mr. Cramer said Mayor Nightingale of Carthage told him that Kyle Moore,
mayor of Quincy, told him (Mr. Nightingale) that the City of Quincy staff would help.

It was also stated a woman from Fulton County would prepare applications for
$1,000 each.

Mr. Rogers moved to approve a Resolution Participating in the Downstate
Smali Business Development Revitalization Program. Ms. Davis seconded the motion,
and on roll call, all members present voted "Yes".

Belynda Allen spoke over the telephone, and asked for immediate action on
the grant and loans as applications are received. She said she is sheltering in place
in Indiana, and staying out of the office.

Amy Graham said each business must do its application.

Mayor Nightingale thanked the Hancock County Board and saluted
businesses.

States Attorney Rachel Mast said approvals will take time. The rules of the
Downstate Small Business Development Revitalization Program require applicants to
provide financial information - all of it may be inspected by any member of the public
or media - according to the Freedom of Information Act. Applications must be
reviewed to ensure all information is completed, and that the businesses are eligible.
Newspaper publication naming the appiications, and time and place of a hearing on
the applications is required. Only after the hearing may the county board act.




Mr. Menn asked that a Finance Committee member be on the Downstate Small
Business Development Revitalization Program Committee. Mr. Rogers said members
are welcome to attend committee meetings, and may participate in the public hearing
by giving testimony.

Tom Scheetz said he hopes to use Geographic Information Fee money to help
fund General Fund expenses.

Mr. Menn expiained the Geographic information Fee is a specific fee to fund
geographic information, such as mapping. It cannot be spent on other purposes.

Tom Scheetz said he hopes to delay the due date, and eliminate late fees on
property taxes. He presented the following ideas:

1. Suspend late fees and interest for 90 days.
2. Have due dates June 12 and September 12.
3. Ask the State of lllinois to borrow money and advance it to counties for

all commercial property taxes due. Commercial property owners would have until
October 1 or later to pay the county for the cash advance. Then the county could

repay the State.
4, Eliminate late fees until July 1.

5. Have a first tax installment due date of September 15 and a second tax
installment due date of September 30.

Mr. Rogers moved to adjourn the hearing. Mr, Castlebury seconded the
motion, and it carried. The meeting recessed at 7:30 P.M.

Respectfuiiy subpi
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RESOLUTION OF PARTICIPATION
IN THE DPOWNSTATE SMALL BUSINESS REVITALIZATION PROGRAM

OF THE COUNTY OF HANCOCK, STATE OF ILLINOIS

WHEREAS, The County of Hancock has been impacted by the Coronavirus-19
pandemic, and economic activity has declined.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the County Board of Hancock
County appoints the Special Downstate Small Business Revitalization Program Committee
("Committes") consisting of Tom Rogers, Chairman, and Patsy Davis and Pat Cramer,
members to accept applications from all businesses doing business in Hancock County.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED the Chairman of the "Committee", with
the advice and consent of "Committee” members may perform the following duties:

1. Designate a time and place and deadline for receiving applications.
This may include a physical location or mailing address.

2. Review applications for conformity with application requirements.

3. Request information from applicants to verify information in the
application, including, but not limited to corporate income tax returns, Schedule
C of a tax return, Federal 941 Forms, or lllinois sales form ST-1.

4, Set a time and place for a public hearing or public hearings for
applicants, said public hearing is required to be published in the Hancock
County Journal-Pilot at least 7 days in advance of the public hearing.

The public hearing must cover the following:

a. The amount of funds available;

b. The activities that will be taken with grant funding, including
amount;

c. A detailed, prioritized list of community development and

housing needs; and




d. A narrative discussion of the scope of the project including the
proposed improvements, costs, benefit area, impact on community
finances, etc.

5. Present a resolution or resolutions of support for all applications deemed
conforming to the County Board for approval. The public hearing shall be
conducted prior to consideration and approval. A separate resolution of support is
required for each applicant.

6. Perform any other duties necessary to submit the application
or applications by the June 30, 2020 deadline.

PASSED AND RESOLVED this 1st day of May, 2020.
APPROY

Delbert Kreps
Chairman
Hancock County Board

ATTEST:
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